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SOLDIERS' ROADSIDE MONUMENTS IN THE
COMMUNITY OF ARILJE

Abstract. Starting in 1912, Serbia was compelled to take part in three consecutive wars: The First and
The Second Balkan Wars, and The First World War. In each war, the number of civilian and military
casualties was extremely high in comparison to the total population. Soldiers perished in battles, during
the retreat through Albania, in enemy camps, and in hospitals where they were being treated for war
wounds and severe epidemics. The deceased were seldom buried in their hometowns.

Most often, they remained on battlefields, military cemeteries, and cemeteries of enemy camps.
Therefore, their families frequently constructed specific monuments to keep a spiritual bond with their
perished ones and to pay tribute to them. These memorials, commonly referred to as cenotaphs, were
empty graves, typically placed along roads. In Serbia, they were known as "krajputas", meaning a
monument beside the road. This paper presents research results on the roadside military monuments
discovered and documented throughout the villages of Arilje, a community in Western Serbia.
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Background

In the 1910s, Serbia was involved in three major wars. These were the First Balkan War
against the Turks (1912), the Second Balkan War against the Bulgarians (June 1913),
and the First World War against Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Bulgaria (1914 -
1918). Each war led to a high number of casualties among Serbian soldiers and
civilians. The most significant losses occurred in the battles of Bregalnica (1913), Cer
(August 1914), Mackov kamen (September 1914), and Kolubara (November -
December 1914).

In October 1915, Germany, Austria-Hungary, and Bulgaria launched a large-
scale offensive, resulting in further suffering for soldiers and civilians. Faced with a
superior aggressor, the Serbian government and the Military Command decided to
withdraw the reorganized army to Greece. Given that the Morava and Vardar valleys
route was closed by the Bulgarians, the retreat corridor led through the mountainous
regions of Albania. The retreat to the Adriatic Sea in Albania lasted from November
1915 to January 1916. Along the way, new victims were added due to freezing, disease,
hunger, exhaustion, and enemy attacks. The suffering of Serbian soldiers persisted on
Corfu Island (Greece) due to epidemics of dysentery, malaria, and typhus, in prison
camps in Bulgaria, Hungary, and Germany, and finally on the Thessaloniki battlefront.

After each war, there is often a lack of accurate and unique data on the victims.
Official estimates of the number of victims were presented by the Delegation of the
Kingdom of Serbs, Croats and Slovenes (SHS) at the Paris Peace Conference in 1919-
1920. [1] The data provided was part of Serbia's request for war reparations and is
included in the attached document "Rapport sur les Dommages de Guerre causés a la
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Serbie et au Monténégro présenté a la Commission des Réparations des Dommages"
(Table 1).

Based on pre-war censuses, the report contains information that the Kingdom of
Serbia lost 62% of its male population aged 18 to 55, of whom 53% died, and 9%
remained permanently disabled.

Causes Period Number
of deaths

Killed, dead and missing Up to September 1915 | 172,508

Killed, dead and missing during retreat through Oct. 1915 - Jan. 1916 | 77,455
Albania

Killed and missing during 1916-1918 Feb. 1916 - Nov. 1918 | 36,477

Killed and dead in captivity July 1914 - Nov. 1918 | 81,214

Deaths among men, wounded or sick, remained in | Oct. 1915 - Dec. 1916 | 34,781
the country after the retreat of the Serbian army

Total July 1914 - Nov. 1918 | 402,435

Table 1. Military losses of Serbia, according to the Report of the Delegation of the Kingdom of
SHS at Paris Peace Conference 1919-1920

The Military Archive in Belgrade published the summarized results of extensive
research and assessments [2]. Figure 1 illustrates randomly selected examples of records
about fallen soldiers.

Mpezume, HMe, CPOAHUE Oar. pofi.  [ar.  JepuHaua YiH HauuH cMpTH # MecTo caxpase # Hanomena
cMpTI
1 2 3 4 5 6 #7 #8
BAGHUINT BOJWH . LUTAB 3. MYiKA Mograpeptuk  # # PAMEH 5.9.1914. HA KYPJAYMLA
BAGHUIVT BOJMCTAB . 3.4ETA, 3.BAT.21.TIVK Peoe-mojmux  # # EBAKYMCAH ¥ OPAHLIYCKY JOMYHCKY BOMHULIY BP. 1 CUM
AB[ANAX BU3EPTA 7.3.1917.
BAGUIWT [IOEPOCAB 1.YETA, 1. BAT, 5. TLAIYK, 2. MO3MB # # POJIOM U3 GENA KOMWPUF, PABEBCKM, NOJPHHCHM,
HECTAO 1.8.1814. HA NIELIHWLIM
BACUIVT: JOGPOCAB MIAJIEH 9.8.1916 3. HETA, 2. BAT. 10. 1L MY Pegoe-sojux  MOTMHYO HA NONOKGAJY KPYBA HYIA # HA MONONKALY # POAOM
TAKOBCKA W3 G. JAHUIRN
BAGUIVT IPATUFR 23.10.1916 1. YETA, 10. M. MYK Pefos-Bojue  YMPO Y LUMPETAY # #
BAGUIVT: OPATMLLA . 1.4ETA, 10.1. YK Pegoe-sojux  # # 3APOBIBLEH M OBEEH Y NIOrOPCKY BOMHMLLY KEHMICEPUK
BACUIVT APAMMLLA . 1.4ETA, 10.N.MYK Peqos-sojuk  # # 3APOBIBEH W OBEAEH Y OrOPCKY BOMHMLY CTIPOTAY
BACUIINT OPATYTHH 3 Pegos-sojuk  # # YTTYREH HA IEHERSE ¥ ©PAHLIYCKY JOMYHCKY EOMHUALY 12
KACTEMHOMAPK 22.7.1917.
BAGUINT: AMBAIMH 1318 PefoB-Bojtu  # # PAHEH 10.8.1516. HA KOTH 1500
BAGUIT: AMBAH N . 6.M.MYK1.M03V8 Kannap # # PAHDEH 5.9.1914. HA PECEANMHI
BACUIIVT AMBAH PATOMWP 1883  .10.1916 1-3.6-2.MO3MB YMPO # #
BACUIVT AMBKO . 3.YETA 2.BAT.6.MYK3.MO3MB  Mopuepepmmk  # # PAMEH 15.10.1914. BAHOBO MOME
BAGUIMT: AMBOJMH 29.9.1915 1. YETA, 4. BAT, 6. YK Pegos-Bojtue  MOTMHYO Y BOPEW KOJ MOMAPEBLIA # OCTAO HECAXPASEH 2
BAGUIMT: AMBOJMH CTAHKO, BPAT 1895 1915 6. TVK, 1. NOZHMB ##
BAGHUIWT JEBTO CTEBAH . [YHABCKW BPOCKM APT. Kannap # # [IAKIIE PAHSEH 4.8.1818.
JIABU3MOH
BAGUIMT: KPCTOMUP CIABKO 1850 1915 HEMO3HATO # @
BACUIT IbYEOMUP MITHJA 13.9.1916 4-1-6. ML YK Pegoe-Bojtug  MOTMHYO HA KAJMAKHATIAHY # HA NONOMALY #
BACUINT IbYEOMMP NMETAP L1890 1913  2.YETA, 3. BAT, 11. 1. ¥K 1. [O34B ##
BACUIT: MAKCHM . 1.4ETA, 3. YK MOPABCKE # # MPUMIBEH HA NIEYEHE ¥ OPAHLIYCKY NPUBPEMEHY
IHBH3MIE EONHWLLY MATU® 20.9.1917.
BAGUIAT: MUATLAH 581916 19. YK PefoB-BojMk  YMPO # #
BACHIVT: MATLAH PATOJIA L1881 1914 HEMO3HATO ##
BAGHIVT: MAMAH T. MUITYHKA, L1892 1813 1. 13.MYK.1.MO3MB MOTUHYO ¥ LTUMY # #
CHAXA
BACUIAT MUMEH T. MUIYHKA, JKEHA 1883 1914 1. YETA, 1. BAT, 3. TI¥K 1. IO3UB TMIOTUHYO HA LIEPY # #
BACUINT MUNMBOJE BENMCAB L1876 .1915 KOMOPALL [ 1.MO3 YMPO # #
BACUMVT: MUNOBAH . &ETA, 1.BAT.10.N¥K Peoe-mojix  # #5.4.1916. EBAKYMCAH HA BAIO
BAGUIVT: MUXANNO PAIMCAB L1880 1915 HEMO3HATO EX
BACUIVT MUXAJINO JOBAH .1830 . 2nmK ##
BAGUIIMT: MAYUT 18.11.1914 Linun YMPO ¥ JIOTOPY HEAMIEP Ofl BONECTU # HEKWIEP 20.11.1914.
EP. IP. 100#
BACUIVT HUKONA 21.11.18142. YETA, 2. BAT. 4. MYK KATIAP Peqoe-sojis  CTOMAHHM TUOYC # HYAHAHCKO MPOBILE #
BACUIT HUKCNA . 2NmK Peaos-mojuk  # # EBAKYMCAH HA EHEHE ¥ OPAHLYCKY MELLIOBMTY
EOMHULLY OPAH 12.12.1817
BAGUIMT MEPWLLLA GIABKO 1393 1915 HEMO3HATO ##
BACUIVRIETAP JOB. #MBKO, BPAT 1875  .1815 3.“ETA, 2. BAT.6.1T¥K YMPO # #
BACWUIWT CBETO3AP 14.2.1816 3. YK, 1. BAT. 1. YETA Peqoe-sojus  YMPO Y BOJHOJ BOMHNLIM BU3EPTA # #

Figure 1. Randomly selected page with records about dead and missing soldiers
(The screen shot: https://www.mod.gov.rs/multimedia/file/staticki_sadrzaj/tradicija/
popis_zrtava_prvi_svetski_rat/05-PopisGubitaka-V.pdf )
Meanings of columns: 1 - family name, father, name; 2 - date of birth; 3 - date of death; 4 - military unit;
5 - rank; 6 - how died; 7 - funeral place; 8 - comment
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To enhance the information on the fallen soldiers Archive is creating a list of the
military and civilian casualties of the Kingdom of Serbia in the First World War [3]. A
total of 280,402 military and civilian victims have been listed based on their archival
records. Also, the list included 3,472 names of those killed in the First Balkan War and
5,544 names of those killed in the Second Balkan War. The soldier’s record contains the
following data: Surname, father's name, first name; Date of birth and date of death; Unit
and rank; Manner of death, place of burial and a comment. Although a randomly chosen
page (Figure 1) shows a small number of records, the data includes numerous different
circumstances of Serbian soldiers’ deaths:

- The # symbol is used to replace missing data. Obviously, a large amount of data
is unknown.

- Some of the soldiers were killed or died from wounds received at the positions
of Kriva Cuk, Kurjacica, Cer, §tip, or somewhere at the altitude 1500.

- Some of the soldiers were evacuated and died in French hospitals in Bizerte
(Tunisia), Castelnaudary (France), Matif (France), Orange (France), Vido Island
(Greece).

- Captured Serbian soldiers died in camps and camp hospitals in Konigsbriick
(Germany), Sprotau (Germany), Neusiedl (Austria).

- Vasili¢ Dobrosav, a soldier of the 1st company of the 1st battalion of the Sth
infantry regiment of the 2nd call, disappeared on LeSnica.

- Vasilié Zivojin, a soldier of the Ist company of the 4th battalion of the 6th
regiment, was killed on September 29, 1915, in the battle near PoZarevac, and
remained unburied at this location.

- Vasili¢ Iljja, a soldier of the 6th infantry regiment, died and was buried on 13
September 1916 at Kajmakcalan.

- Milan Obradovi¢, a soldier of the Ist division of the Drina quartermaster's
column, was killed on 16 April 1917 by a bomb from an enemy plane. He was
buried at the military cemetery in the village of Dobroveni.

The digitized documents in the Military Archive contain valuable information
about fallen soldiers. However, upon initial review, it is apparent that critical details,
such as the circumstances of the soldier's death and the place of burial, are often
missing.
The majority of deceased soldiers were buried far from their hometowns. The most
famous is the Serbian military cemetery in Thessaloniki, Greece. 7,360 soldiers were
buried in the cemetery in Thessaloniki. About 3,000 soldiers were buried in Bizerte.
According to the data of the Ministry of Religion of the Kingdom of SHS, 5,952
Serbian graves were listed in Bulgaria; 43,506 graves were listed in the former
territories of Austria-Hungary, and 1,980 graves in Germany. [1]

After all, many soldiers' graves remained unknown.

Soldiers’ monuments beside the road in arilje

Since the 19th century, it has been a tradition among the Serbian people to erect specific
monuments dedicated to deceased, martyred, or missing family members. These
monuments often take the form of cenotaphs, which are "empty tombs erected usually
in honour of people who died in war ...“ (Cambridge Dictionary) and ... who remained
elsewhere.” (Marriam Webster Dictionary). Figures 2 and 3 show examples of such
cenotaphs.
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Figure 3. Cenotaphsin the churchyard at Bjelusa to honour Sreten Pordevicand Budimir
Vukoti¢
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After the First World War, Serbia counted numerous casualties (Table 1).
Families, realizing that their relatives would not return from the war, started erecting
cenotaphs. Cenotaphs in Serbia were traditionally placed by the roadside and
occasionally at the edge of the cemetery (Figures 2, 5, 6). These monuments in Serbia,
called "krajputa$," are named after the location where they were erected. The word
"krajputas" is a portmanteau, a new word derived from French that combines two or
more words to create a new one.

The Serbian word "krajputa$" means "a monument beside the road" (Figure 4).
There are two versions regarding the origin of this word. According to one, the Serbian
poet Branko V. Radicevi¢ coined the word, while another possibility is that the poet
helped popularize already existing folk word [4]. Despite its origins, the word is widely
accepted in Serbia due to the vivid imagery it evokes.

#, =g AT A 4,
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Figure 4. Cenotaph beside the road Bjelusa - Brekovo

Monuments beside the road are simple, four-sided structures made of sandstone.
They feature the entire figure of a soldier, carved in shallow relief by a local craftsman.
(Figures 3, 5, 6)The two-dimensional figures depict an unrecognizable person in a
military uniform. Typically, the soldier has a dismissed gun, conveying a sense of
readiness but without aggression (Figures 3, 6).
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Figure 5. Cenotaphs at the edge of the cemetery in Ci¢kova (now RadoSevo)are dedicated to
soldiers, who died during the First World War

Figure 6. Cenotaphs at the edge of the cemetery in Kruscica, dedicated to Mikailo Paunovi¢, the
soldier who perished during the First World War
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Also, there are awarded medals. The soldiers' faces are depicted in a serious, ye
tnaive and childlike manner.(Figure 7, 8).

Figure 7. Monument to Corporal Ivko Nikoli¢ (detail)
Epitaph: “Corporal Ivko Nikoli¢ was awarded for his bravery. He lived for 25 years and fell in
battle with the Bulgarians at Stip on June 21, 1913. (The Second Balkan War). This monument
was erected in his honour by the grieving father Dragutin, his son Jezdimir, and his brother
Rajko, the sergeant. The monument was later restored by Jezdimir, a merchant from UZice, and
his brother Rajko.”

Figure 8. Monument to Corporal Ivko Nikoli¢ beside the road Bjelusa - Brekovo

Cenotaphs contain more detailed information compared to cemetery monuments.
They include information about the soldier, such as an epitaph, the person who erected
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the cenotaph, and various symbols. The most common details about the soldier include
his name, surname, place of origin, military unit, rank, known details about their death,
and a place of burial. Detailed data about fallen soldiers were imprinted at memorials to
honour Sreten Pordevi¢ and Budimir Vukoti¢. Monuments are in the churchyard at
Bjelusa. (Figure 3)

The epitaphs on monuments express both sadness and respect for the soldiers.
These emotions are intense because the soldiers' graves are often distant and located at
unknown sites. In the epitaphs, soldiers are depicted as heroes, emphasizing their
military service, recounting their suffering, and the location where their remains were
laid to rest. Such monuments can be found in Bjelusa. (Figure 9).

Figure 9, Monuments to Sreten Pordevi¢ (on the left)
and Budimir Vukoti¢ (on the right), Bjelusa

The inscription on the monument to Sreten Pordevi¢ (on the left) is: "Wait a minute, my friend.
I lost my life in the war. I fought in both wars and sadly avenged Kosovo. My bones will tell
you where they are. They remained in the city of Veles! Sreten Dordevié, a soldier of the 7th
company of the 4th battalion of the 4th regiment of the 1st call-up, died at the age of 29 on June
29, 1913, in Veles. This monument was erected by his brothers Ljubomir and Milan, nephew
Obrad, and mother Danica Dordevi¢ in Bjelusa".

The inscription on the monument to Budimir Vukoti¢ (on the right) is: "Far away, near Nis, lies
the decaying bones of the giant hero Budimir Vukoti¢ from Bjelusa. He died defending his
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homeland from Bulgarian enemies in October 1915 as a volunteer sergeant of the detachment at
the age of 24. The memorial was erected by Father Avram and Uncle Vlade”.

At the entrance to the village of Visoka, on the road to Krus¢ica, there stands a
monument dedicated to the soldier Dobrosav Boskovi¢, who lost his life in the Second
Balkan War in 1913 (Figure 10). The epitaph on the monument tells the story: "This
monument pays tribute to the brave soldier Dobrosav Boskovi¢ from Visoka, a member
of the 4th company of the 1st battalion of the 4th regiment of the 1st call. He died at the
age of 23 while fighting the Bulgarians and was buried in Bregalnica on June 17, 1913.
May his soul rest in eternal peace. Erected by his father Rade, and his brothers Zivojin
and Jovan”.

Figure 10. The monument dedicated to the soldier Dobrosav Boskovié¢

Nearby, in Visoka there are monuments to Vidoje Sari¢ and Zivko
Radosavljevi¢-Aleksandri¢ (Figure 11).
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Figure 11. Monuments to Vidoje Sari¢ (on the left) and Zivko Radosavljevié-Aleksandri¢ (on
the right) from Visoka

Epitaph on the monument to Vidoje Sari¢: "I am going to the holy war. In the
war, | was a good soldier, and I laid down my life gloriously. Vidoje Sari¢ from Visoka,
a soldier of the 4th company and Ist battalion of the 4th regiment, was 22 when he died
in Stubline on February 15, 1915"." This memorial was erected by his son-in-law
Aleksije from BjeluSa, Ljubomir Tovilovi¢ from Dobraca, sister Cveta, and cousin
Angelina in his honour”.

Epitaph on the monument to Zivko Radosavljevi¢-Aleksandrié: "I was a good
hero in the war, heroically defending the fatherland." Zivko Radosavljevié-Aleksandri¢
soldier 4 company 7 battalion. 23rd Infantry Regiment died on October 16, 1916, at the
position of Velese near Bitola at the age of 27. This monument was erected for him by
his brother Aleksije, daughters Borka, Dragana, and Rajka, aunt Cmiljko, and other
relatives”.

Beside the road in BjeluSa and Dobrace, there is a monument dedicated to Bojo
Micovi¢ (Figure 12).
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Figure 12. Monument to Bojo Mic¢ovi¢ on Dobracko Polje (Dobrace Field)

Epitaph: “Serbian flowers will not sprout in the distance on Vencac. Tell my brothers that I will
never reach them. A wonderful Serb, Bojo Micovi¢, a soldier from BjeluSa.In his glorious
youth, he fell gloriously on the battlefield for loyalty to his homeland and left behind a 3-year-
old little son, Radi¢. The bereaved brothers Momir, mother Jelka, and son Radi¢ raised his
memory out of great respect and grief”.

In the mid-20th century, the majority of people in Serbia resided in rural areas,
where the prevalence of "rural religion" was influenced by limited access to cities,
religious education, and communication. This refers to the lingering influence of
paganism, particularly evident in customs and rituals [5]. Therefore, religious symbols
on monuments are accompanied by representations of doves, vines, grapes, flowers, and
similar elements.

Not being familiar with religious canons, it's possible that the residents of
Serbian villages substituted the Christian dove carrying an olive branch, which signifies
love, honour, and the Holy Spirit, by a closer meaning to them. So, the pigeon on the
monument is no longer an ordinary pigeon. Instead, it is a messenger pigeon. They hope
that he will find the soldier, convey to him a wish to return home, and help him to find
his way home. Instead of an olive branch, the dove carries a grape - the food for a
soldier on his way home. (Figures 13, 14, 15).



Z. Cvetkovié¢ 25

Figure 13. Pigeon and grapes at the monument of Figure 14. Plgeon an d grapes at th?
Budimir Dordevi¢ in Bjclusa monument of Risim BoZovi¢ in Dragojevac

Tl T 80

Figure 15. Pigeon and grapes at the monument of Mikail Paunov¢ in Krusc¢ica
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A century has passed since the end of the First World War. Some of the soldiers'
monuments have survived, while others have not. Two of them still are standing on the
roadsides at Brekovsko Polje.(Figure 16)

Figure 16. A century old monument dedicated to Monument to Bojo Mi¢ovi¢ on Dobracko
Polje (Dobrace Field)

Conclusion

Many cenotaphs dedicated to fallen soldiers were erected in Western Serbia, including
the communality of Arilje. The villages of Arilje were not spared during The First
World War. While the War ended, some soldiers did not return. After a year of waiting,
the relatives of the deceased and missing soldiers would erect monuments in their
honour. The tradition of erecting roadside monuments in Serbia arose spontaneously,
without influence from similar practices in previous periods or other countries.

After a century, some of the monuments still exist, but the passing of time has
partially or completely devastated some of them. Others have remained off the roads.
Considering the personal and common tragedies that every monument represents, there
is a moral and social obligation to physically preserve and document them. One
possibility is to relocate them to a protected and controlled place. However, given their
purpose and messages, the monuments retain their full value only in their initial
locations. This makes it difficult to decide their future. Ideally, the solution is to
physically protect and document them while keeping them in their original century
locations.

During research in the villages of Arilje, roadside monuments were discovered
in Bjelusa, Brekovo, Dobraca, Dragojevac, Gradina, Krus¢ica, RadoSevo, and Visoka. It
is possible that, in addition to field and forest roads, or at the edges of village
cemeteries, there are more roadsides monuments that this research did not reveal.
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Therefore, future research should aim to locate and document the remaining
monuments, not only in the territory of Arilje but also in other parts of Western Serbia.

Note. The information provided by the Military Archive in Belgrade is sourced
exclusively from the archives of the Military Archive. The data presented in this article
aims to demonstrate the challenges faced by Serbian soldiers and the reasons for the
unknown or remote locations of their graves. It is important to note that there may be
additional information available from other sources that is missing here.
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